
September 2019 Term 3 Week 10

Newsletter
Plattsburg Public School

Principals Message - 

What a busy week to end the term on - Grandparents Day, Alien Invasion 
Evacuation Drill and Colour Run! 

My sincere thanks to all the Grandparents who took the time to come to 
school and share their wisdom, patience and good humour. Our kids were 
asked to come up with some questions to ask our visiting Grandparents. 
Here’s one: Back in the day, were phones run on gas or electricity? At least 
there is an understanding that we had power “back in the day” and that we 
weren’t sitting around candles cooking our gruel on an open fire. There is 
nothing like a child’s perspective to put a smile on your face. 

A big thank you must go to the P&C for organising the Colour Run.  A lot 
of thought and hard work has gone into organising this much loved event.

Please have a happy and safe holiday and thank you for the support you give 
to your kids and our school.

Important Dates

Thursday
26th September 2019

Grandparents Day
12.15pm

Friday
27th September 2019
Colour Run/Sausage Sizzle

Last Day of Term 3

Tuesday
8th October 2019

Year 7 Selective High School
Applications Open

Monday
14th October 2019

First Day of Term 4
There is no Staff 

Development Day at the 
beginning of Term 4.

Tuesday
22nd October 2019
Whole School Assembly

2.15pm

Tuesday
5th November 2019
Whole School Assembly

2.15pm

Friday
13th November 2019
Kindergarten Information 

Evening. 5pm - 6pm

Thursday
5th December 2019

Year 6 Farewell

Principal: Mrs Ellen Bax.  P: 02 69559196. E: plattsburg-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au. W: www.plattsburg-p.schools.nsw.gov.au.  
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School phones are manned from 
8.30am until 3.15pm. The office 
window is opened at 8.30am and 
closed at 3.00pm however office staff 
are available until 3.15pm. There is a 
teacher on duty at the bus line.

Please ensure that your child is aware 
of how they will be going home in 
the afternoon. If these arrangements 
change during the day it would be 
appreciated if you could contact the 
office prior to 2.00pm to ensure that 
the message is passed on to your child.

Download the PPS Skoolbag APP to 
both iPhone and Android devices. 
Event updates and important 
information will be sent out via our 
Skoolbag APP and you can record your 
child’s absence from school as well. 
You will also find our School website 
at https://plattsburg-p.schools.nsw.
gov.au/ which is regularly updated 
with events happening in our school. 

If your child is late arriving to 
school or needs to leave early for an 
appointment, a partial absence slip is 
to be collected from the school office 
prior to collecting your child. This slip 
is given to the classroom teacher.

School fees and activity costs 
can be paid by credit card via the 
Plattsburg Public School website 
(https://plattsburg-p.schools.nsw.
gov.au) using the ‘Make a Payment’ 
tab. If you are making a cash 
payment please place the money in 
an envelope with the child’s name, 
class and the reason clearly noted. 
We have cash collection envelopes 
at the school office for your use. All 
money is to be given to your child’s
teacher. When making payments 
for multiple children, separate 
money and envelopes for each child 

is appreciated, as it is very time-
consuming to sort out at the time of 
receipting.

During the holidays could you please 
scour bedrooms, bookshelves, and
all those places that books like 
to hide and find any belonging 
to Plattsburg Public School? The 
library is stocktaking next term and 
all books must be returned and/ or
accounted for.

Every person with asthma should 
have an Asthma Action Plan in 
writing. Please check with the 
office to see if your child’s plan 
and medication is in date. An 
Asthma Action Plan provides clear 
information and instructions for 
managing your asthma. It includes 
easy-to-read information about 
your medications, symptoms and 
danger signs. Information in an 
Asthma Action Plan includes:
•Medications when well
•Medications when not well
•Medications and instructions 
when getting worse
•Danger signs – when to call an 
ambulance

Asthma Action Plans are important 
tools available to assist with 
asthma self-management. Their 
effectiveness in reducing the risk 
of emergency complications is well 
established. An Asthma Action Plan 
is a document recommended by 
your health professional in case you 
experience symptoms. To construct 
an Asthma Action Plan, you should 
work with your doctor to identify 
the main two or three signs your 
asthma symptoms are worsening.
Your child’s, Asthma Action Plan 
should be reviewed and updated 
yearly, and always in collaboration 
with you, the person or carer of the 
person with asthma.

Refugee Awareness Day
 
On Thursday 19th September 
the students at PPS were 
presented with a real life refugee 
story by George Najarian. 
George was representing the 
Refugee Council of Australia 
and provided the students with 
an insight into his journey to 
Australia and living as a refugee.
 
After the presentations George 
spoke very highly of the students 
at PPS and their welcoming 
nature.
 
The day was very informative 
for the students.

Office Hours

Going Home Arrangements

Skoolbag App and Website

Late Arrival/Early Departure

Payment of Money

Library Books

Asthma Action Plan



 Plattsburg Public School Newsletter Term 3 Week 4Plattsburg Public School Newsletter Term 3  Week 10

Plattsburg Public School Newsletter 3

Classes to assemble in the gully. The Fun Run will start around 2:15pm. 
Students who are not participating will be offered alternative activities.

12:50pm - 1:40pm

1:45pm - 3pm

The P&C will run a sausage sizzle meal deal. Students who have pre ordered 
will come up in classes to receive their order. Remaining sausages will be sold 
once pre orders have been collected. Parents are welcome to join their 
child/ren for lunch.

COLOUR EXPLOSION FUN RUN
Students will return to class. Students who are participating will have an 
opportunity to change into their white shirts and receive their sweatbands and 
sunglasses.

11am - 11:25am Recess as usual.

MIDDLE SESSION
11:25am - 12:50pm Middle session as usual.

LUNCH

On arrival at Plattsburg Park students will receive an ice block courtesy of the 
P&C before returning to school. 

9:15 - 10:30am

RECESS

Students are to wear FULL SCHOOL UNIFORM to school.

MANDATORY EVACUATION DRILL

ORDER OF EVENTS FRIDAY 27TH SEPTEMBER

Students will assemble under the COLA before walking to Plattsburg Park.

The Colour Explosion Fun Run will be run in conjunction with the Mandatory  Evacuation Drill 
which is a requirement of the Department of Education Work Health  and Safety.

National Week of Deaf 
People 2019

The Lake Macquarie West Hearing 
Support Team proudly supports 
students who are Deaf and hard of 
hearing across the region. The team 
recognise the Deaf Community 
as important role models and 
stakeholders in Deaf Education and 
are celebrating Deaf people in our 
area in Week 10 for National Week 
of Deaf People. Deaf Australia began 
the National Week of Deaf People 
celebration to allow Deaf people 
the opportunity to celebrate their 
community, language, culture and 
history. It is also a time to recognise 
the achievements of Deaf people so 
the Hearing Support Team will be 
coordinating activities across the 
week to acknowledge the amazing 
Deaf people in our community. 

Deaf Australia values:
•	Auslan as the language of the 
Australian Deaf community
•	The potential of Deaf people to 
succeed
•	Individual difference
•	Dedication to the organisation
Establishing and enhancing 
relationships with members and 
partners
•	Open communication
•	Honest and positive attitudes
•	High quality information and 
service
•	Involvement/contribution of 
members
•	The views of the Deaf community
Continuous improvement and 
innovation
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Stages of the placement process
Parents read the application information online 
From mid-September 
2019
Parents register, receive a password, log in, and then 
complete and submit the application online From 8 
October 2019  to 11 November 2019
Parents request any disability provisions from 8 
October to  
11 November 2019
Principals provide school assessment scores From 
19 November to 
7 December 2019
Parents sent ‘Test authority’ letter On 27 Febru-
ary 2020
Students sit the Selective High School 
Placement Test for entry to Year 7 in 2021 On 12 
March 2020
Any illness/misadventure requests are submitted 
By 26 March 2020
Last day to change selective high school choices 
26 April 2020
School selection committees meet In May and 
June 2020
Placement outcome sent to parents Overnight on 4 
July 
2020
Parents submit any appeals to principals By 22 
July 2020
12 Parents accept or decline offers From 
July 2020 to  at least the end of Term 1 2021
13 Students who have accepted offers are with-
drawn from reserve lists At 3 pm on 16  
December 2020
14 Parents of successful students receive ‘Author-
ity to attend’ letters to take to the school on the first 
day of term in 2021 Mid-January 2021

2021

High Performing Students Team

Applying for Year 7 entry to selective high schools 

                in

Education

The Selective High Schools placement process for Year 7 entry is administered by the  
High Performing Students Team*.

Contact Details:

High Performing Students Team, NSW Department of Education
Email: ssu@det.nsw.edu.au   
Telephone: 1300 880 367  
Fax: 02 9266 8435
Postal Address: Locked Bag 53, DARLINGHURST NSW 1300
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/772251106301086/

Please Note:
* In this document, the High  
Performing Students Team is  
referred to as the Team.

‘Parent’ is defined under the 
Education Act, 1990, as a 
‘guardian or other person 
having custody or care of a child’

Thinking of applying for  
a government selective 
high school for Year 7  

in 2021?
You must apply online at:
education.nsw.gov.au/public- 
schools/selective-high-schools- 
and-opportunity-classes/year-7

 
Key Dates

Application website opens:      
8 October 2019

Application website closes:               
10 pm, 11 November 2019    
You must apply before this deadline.

Test authority advice sent to all applicants:     
27 February 2020

Selective High School placement test:                         
12 March 2020 

Placement outcome information sent  
overnight on:     
4 July 2020

  

Please read this booklet carefully before 
applying.
    
Parents should check the website at
education.nsw.gov.au/shs-oc regularly  
throughout the application and placement   
process. 

Please check the website for information 
before you contact the Team.
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Intention to apply for Year 7 entry to a selective high school in 2021  
 

Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Selective high schools cater for academically high potential and gifted students who may otherwise be without 
sufficient classmates of their own academic standard. Selective schools help these students to learn by 
grouping them with students of similar ability, using specialised teaching methods and materials.  
Selective high schools are unzoned so parents can apply regardless of where they live. Applications for 
selective high school placement are considered mainly on the basis of the Selective High School Placement 
Test results and school assessment scores. The Selective High School Placement Test will be held on 
Thursday 12 March 2020. 
If you would like to have your child considered for Year 7 selective high school entry in 2021, you need to apply 
on the internet using a valid email address (not the student’s email address). 
Detailed instructions on how to apply online will be available from late-September 2019 at https:// 
education.nsw.gov.au/public-schools/selective-high-schools-and-opportunity-classes/year-7.  
The application website opens at that link on 8 October 2019 and closes at 10pm on 11 November 2019. 
You must apply before the closing date. 
There are no paper application forms. If you do not have internet access, you could apply at a public library. If 
you have a disability that prevents you from using a computer, you can contact the Unit for assistance after 
8 October 2019. 
You must submit only ONE application for each student. 
Remember: the tear-off slip below is NOT an application and the school cannot apply on your behalf. 

 
Yours sincerely 

 
 

Principal 
 
 

Cut along the dotted line and return the completed slip below to this school by next Friday. 
 

 

Intention to apply for Year 7 entry to a selective high school in 2021  
 

Student’s name: Class:      
 

I intend to apply for selective high school entry in Year 7 in 2021 through the High 
Performing Students Team website between 8 October 2019 and 11 November 2019. Yes No 

 
 

Signature of parent/carer: Date:     
 
 

 

 
Note: THIS IS NOT AN APPLICATION FOR ENTRY TO A SELECTIVE HIGH SCHOOL. This is a notice to your primary 
school only that you intend to apply. 

TO APPLY YOU WILL NEED TO REGISTER AND THEN APPLY THROUGH THE HIGH PERFORMING STUDENTS   WEBSITE. 
https://education.nsw.gov.au/public-schools/selective-high-schools-and-opportunity-classes 

Note: THIS IS NOT AN APPLICATION FOR ENTRY TO A SELECTIVE HIGH SCHOOL. This is a notice to your primary 
school only that you intend to apply. 

TO APPLY YOU WILL NEED TO REGISTER AND THEN APPLY THROUGH THE HIGH PERFORMING STUDENTS WEBSITE. 
https://education.nsw.gov.au/public-schools/selective-high-schools-and-opportunity-classes 



Mattara Festival has got family entertainment 
covered these September school holidays!  
Wallsend Park will be packed with activities from 
the 5th Oct. – 13th October 2019 and best of all, 
it’s free entry!

Don’t miss the opening weekend fireworks to get 
the festival kicked off with a boom!  There will 
also be loads of kid-friendly stage performances, 
plus Elmo meet and greets too!  Let the kids 
explore their creative side at the arts and crafts 
tent, cuddle your furry friends at the petting farm, 
or spin yourself silly with unlimited rides like the 
Tea Cups, Dodgem Cars, Giant Slide, and more!  

Check out our exciting themed days for 2019:
Sat. 5th Oct. - Wallsend Community & Cultural Day
Sun. 6th Oct. - Superhero Sunday

Mon. 7th Oct. - Dogs in the Park NSW
Tues. 8th Oct. - Bunnings Greening Day
Wed. 9th Oct. - NBN Family Fun Day
Thurs. 10th Oct. - Triple M Radio Rocks Mattara
Fri. 11th Oct. - Interactive Sports and Activity Day
Sat. 12th Oct. - Happy Halloween Day
Sun. 13th Oct. - That’s Mattara

We’ll have all your favourites too, such as heaps of 
showbags to choose from, carnival games to play, 
and delicious treats to fulfil your appetite.  There 
really is something for everyone to enjoy, so get 
excited and let the countdown to Mattara Festival 
fun begin! 

For more information, check out our website at 
www.mattarafestival.org.au
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Sonia Hornery Christmas Card Competition

Each year I normally conduct a competition with some local 
schools to design the front of my Christmas cards. This year I am 
going to slightly change it. This year it is open to anyone living 
in Wallsend the electorate. The winner will have their design 
displayed on my card, with credit plus a prize. All designs must 
be hand drawn original design of what you think Christmas in the 
Wallsend electorate means to you. Get drawing!

Designs must be submitted to my office by 4pm, Friday 25 October.
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Breakfast Club Roster
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

2/9/2019
Michelle Baurer

Kayla K     

3/9/2019
Allison

(Bread Collector)  
Michelle Baurer
Nabeel Tawfia

Kayla K

4/9/2019
Nabeel Tawfia

Amanda
Bread Cutter

5/9/2019
Kylie Evans  

6/9/2019
Carly Ackerman

Melanie                                         

9/9/2019
Michelle Baurer

Kayla K              

10/9/2019
Michelle

(Bread Collector) 
Michelle Baurer
Nabeel Tawfia

Kayla K     

11/9/2019
Nabeel Tawfia

Shahn 
Bread Cutter

12/9/2019
Kylie Evans  

   

13/9/2019
Carly Ackerman

Melanie                      

16/9/2019
Michelle Baurer

Kayla K    

17/9/2019
Sandra Moriarty
(Bread Collector)  
Michelle Baurer
Nabeel Tawfia

Kayla K

18/9/2019
Nabeel Tawfia

Christina 
Bread Cutter

19/9/2019
Kylie Evans  

20/9/2019
Carly Ackerman

Melanie                                         

23/9/2019
Michelle Baurer

Kayla K   

24/9/2019
Michelle

(Bread Collector) 
Michelle Baurer
Nabeel Tawfia

Kayla K  

25/9/2019
Nabeel Tawfia

Renaye
Bread Cutter

126/9/2019
Kylie Evans  

127/9/2019
Carly Ackerman

Melanie                                         

Canteen Roster
Monday

Sandra Moriarty

Tuesday
Sandra Moriarty

Wednesday
Bernadette Jopp

Kylie Evans
Clare Woodrow

Thursday
Sandra Moriarty

Friday
Amanda Walker 27/8

Sandra Moriarty
Odette Radburn

Order online at 
www.quickcliq.com.au

PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION
YOUR CHANCE TO WIN AN IPAD

An exciting national photography competition is 
providing primary and high school students the 
opportunity to express themselves creatively through 
the exciting medium of photography. Endorsed by 
NSW Health and Healthy Kids Association, the 
competition invites students to submit photos that 
express their interpretation of the theme "Healthy 
Life, Healthy You". There are heaps of prizes on 
offer, as well as the chance to feature in a photo 
exhibition. Each winning entrant in the Primary 
School Category will also win a healthy school 
canteen prize for the school. So grab your cameras 
and start shooting! You can find out more about the 
competition, the entry requirements and prizes on 
offer at: yourhealthlinkphotocomp.com.au. Entries 
close on 13th October 2019. There is a also a special 
prize category sponsored by Healthy Kids Association 
that encourages children to take a photo that best 
captures the idea of eating the rainbow. Winners of 
this special category will take home their very own 
iPad!" Check out the website for more information 
http://yourhealthlinkphotocomp.com.au
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Surfing the Spectrum host free surf therapy events in collaboration
with local surf schools for children with autism and their siblings.  
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Merewether High School 
An academically selective school for gifted and 

talented stud;ents 

Information session -The Application Process 

Year 7 2021 

Parents of Year 5 students 2019 are invited to attend 
an information session about the procedures for 

applying for entry in an academically selecti1ve school 
for Vear 7 2021. 

When: Tuesday 15th October 2019 

Where: Bensley Hall - Merewether High school 
Chatham Road Broadmeadow 

Time: 4.00pm 
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